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The  most  powerful  rival  of  Christ  in  the  world  is  Moham- 
med, and  the  strongest  force  opposing  the  progress  of  the  King- 
dom of  God  is  Islam.  If  the  world  is  to  be  won  for  Jesus  Christ 
Islam  must  be  vanquished. 

In  the  attack  on  Mohammedanism.  Persia  is  one  of  the  most 
important  strategical  fields.  This  is  true  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  Persia  is  a strategical  point  in  the  campaign  against 
Islam,  because  of  its  geographical  and  historical  relationship  to 
the  other  great  Mohammedan  centers.  Adjacent  to  Turkey  and 
Arabia,  political  and  religious  movements  in  Persia  have  a marked 
influence  on  those  two  countries.  Persia  is,  moreover,  a highway 
for  pilgrims  from  neighboring  lands  on  their  way  to  the  Sheali 


One  of  the  many  shrines  visited  by  pilgrims 


shrines  at  Kerbela,  Kosmain  and  Nejif.  The  evangelization  of 
Persia  would  make  a marked  impression  on  thousands  of  Sheah 
pilgrims  from  Afghanistan,  Beluchistan,  Southern  Russia  and 
other  lands. 

Second.  Persia  is  a strategical  field  because  it  is  the  weakest 
point  in  the  main  lines  of  the  Mohammedan  army.  The  people 
of  Persia  are  not,  for  the  most  part,  orthodox  Moslems.  They 
belong  to  the  great  heretical  Sheah  sect.  More  than  any  other 
division  of  Islam,  they  are  willing  to  listen  to  the  truth.  They 
are  permeated  with  Oriental  mysticism  and  philosophical  notions 
at  variance  with  the  Koran.  In  their  midst  are  sects,  heretical 
even  by  Sheah  standards,  that  are  more  favorable  to  Christianity 
than  the  bulk  of  the  Moslem  population  is.  Prominent  among 
these  sects  are  the  Ali  Ilabis.  Whole  tribes  in  the  Kermanshah 
district  belong  to  this  sect.  With  their  belief  in  incarnations,  their 
failure  to  conform  to  the  prescribed  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
Islam  and  their  professed  good  will  for  every  cult,  they  are  a 
promising  field  for  missionary  effort. 

That  Islam  is  not  as  rigid  in  Persia  as  in  many  other  Moslem 
lands  is  shown  by  the  growth  of  the  Bahai  movement  there.  In 
many  places  the  Bahais  are  so  strong  that  they  meet  openly  with- 
out fear  of  molestation.  They  have  organized  schools  and  carry 
on  an  aggressive  proselytizing  propaganda.  While  their  life  is 
apparently  no  better  than  when  they  were  Moslems,  the  fact 
remains  that  they  have  made  an  irreparable  breach  in  the  walls  of 
Islam  in  Persia,  and  the  soldiers  of  Christ  have,  without  effort 
come  to  possess  an  advantage  and  opportunity  which  they  never 
had  before. 

Third.  Persia  is  a strategical  point  of  attack  on  Islam  to-day 
because  of  peculiar  political  conditions.  The  Nationalist  move- 
ment which  has  finally  overthrown  the  government  of  Mohammed 
Ali  Shah  is  committed  to  a program  of  popular  liberty.  In  its 
very  nature  that  program  is  opposed  to  Islam.  If  it  is  carried  out 
Mohammedanism  in  Persia  cannot  stand,  for  progress  of  any 
sort  is  opposed  to  Islam.  This  movement  is  spreading  rapidly  in 
Persia  and  because  of  the  character  of  the  people  is  more  promis- 
ing, even  than  in  Turkey.  It  is  not  time  to  prophesy  what  the 
outcome  will  be,  but  great  changes  are  taking  place.  While  these 
changes  are  mainly  political',  they  have  an  important  bearing  on 
religious  condition.  The  l^uid  where  such  conditions  prevail  is 
surely  a strategical  point  in  the  campaign  against  Islam. 

But  Persia  appeals  especially  to  us  because  it  is  a Presbyterian 
field.  It  is  divided  between  two  mission  organizations.  The 


Church  Missionary  Society  has  the  south  and  the  Presbyterian 
church  has  the  North.  The  most  populous  and  the  wealthiest 
part  of  the  country  is  assigned  to  the  Presbyterians.  A con- 
servative estimate  makes  American  Presbyterians  responsible  for 
5,000,000  Moslems  in  Persia.  To  reach  this  population,  there 
are  two  American  Missions.  The  West  Persia  Mission  has 
stations  at  Urumiah  and  Tabriz  and  itinerant  missionaries  carry 
on  an  aggressive  campaign  for  the  mountain  Nestorians  on  the 
Turkish  border.  The  East  Persia  Mission  has  workers  at  Teheran, 
Hamadan,  Kazin,  Resht  and  for  the  last  two  years,  at  Kerman- 
shah.  In  these  two  Presbyterian  Missions  there  are  59  mis- 
sionaries, 182  native  helpers,  29  organized  churches,  80  schools 
and  12  hospitals  and  dispensaries. 

Many  of  these  missionaries,  however,  are  wives  or  single 
women  engaged  in  educational  work,  and  the  whole  force  is 
hardly  adequate  to  care  for  the  N'estorian,  Armenian  and  Jewish 
work  in  which  it  is  chiefly'  engaged.  Whole  provinces  are  un- 
touched. If  the  Moslem  population  should  be  divided  equally 
among  the  missionaries  every  one  would  have  more  than  80,000  to 
evangelize.  That  would  mean  that  every  married  woman  and 
every  lady  school  teacher  would  be  accountable  for  80.000  souls. 
But  if  the  population  should  be  divided  among  the  clerical  mis- 
sionaries each  one  would  have  a parish  of  over  300.000.  To  meet 
its  responsibility,  therefore,  and  reduce  the  parish  of  each  mis- 
sionary to  25,000  (the  generally  accepted  minimum  of  responsi- 
bility) the  Presbyterian  church  must  increase  its  force  of  workers 
in  Persia  twelve  times. 

Results  already  attained  in  Persia  give  promise  of  great 
triumphs  in  the  future,  if  the  campaign  is  vigorously  prosecuted. 
Urumiah  college  has  done  wonders  for  the  20.000  Syrians  of 
Northern  Persia  and  Turkish  Kurdistan.  Its  graduates  have 
open  to  them  a wide  field  in  Persia,  Kurdistan  and  Russia. 
Preachers,  teachers  and  evangelists  from  its  theological  de- 
partment are  laboring  in  three  empires.  One  is  a successful 
pastor  in  Tiflis,  in  Cattcassian  Russia,  where  he  is  responsible 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  thousands  who  go  there  for  work. 
Another  is  a fearless  evangelist  and  earnest  preacher  in  Kerman- 
shah,  where  he  has  been  singularly  successful  in  winning  Moslems 
to  Christ.  Many  of  these  graduates  are  working  in  the  wilds  of 
Kurdistan  and  some  are  preaching  in  the  plain  and  in  the  villages 
near  Tigris  and  in  the  districts  of  Salmas  and  Sulduz.  All 
around  the  Urumiah  Lake  are  centers  of  light  in  the  otherwise 
dense  darkness. 


Teachers  and  Graduating  Class  in  Moslem  Boys'  School,  Urumiah,  1909 


The  schools  are  reaching  Moslems  too.  In  the  Boys’  School 
in  Urumiah  in  1908,  of  77  names  enrolled  63  were  Moslems. 
At  Teheran  of  an  enrollment  of  236,  130  were  Moslems.  One 
father  who  brought  his  black-eyed  little  lad  in  long  coat  and 
high  hat  to  place  in  charge  of  the  missionary  at  the  school  said, 
‘‘He  is  yours.  I give  you  his  skin  and  flesh  and  retain  his  hones 
for  myself.” 

Medical  work  is  far  reaching  in  its  influence.  At  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  Cochran  Memorial  Hospital  at  Urumiah  some 
months  ago,  every  element  in  Persian  society  was  present  to  do 
honor  to  the  memory  of  the  medical  missionary  whose 
influence  extended  throughout  North  Persia.  Missionaries  in 
the  Hamadan  field  are  to  this  day  often  asked  if  they  are  mem- 
bers of  Dr.  Holmes’  mission,  so  great  was  the  influence  of  the 
good  doctor,  as  he  was  called  throughout  all  that  region.  Out 
of  gratitude  for  treatment  received  a Persian  woman  at  the 


Capital  gave  money  to  erect  a woman’s  hospital  and  placed  it 
entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mission. 

Inquiries  from  Moslem  homes  are  increasing  rapidly.  A 
recent  letter  from  the  field  states,  “Last  week  one  of  the  school 
boys  brought  his  sister,  saying,  ‘She  wants  to  become  a Christian, 
and  is  coming  to  you  for  teaching  from  the  gospel.’  How  much 
it  means  I cannot  tell  until  we  have  had  further  conversation  and 
acquaintance.  A mother  of  another  school  boy  is  coming  for  the 
same  purpose.  Through  both  schools,  and  through  our  social 
work,  which  is  considerable  nowadays,  we  women  of  the  Mission 
are  having  more  opportunities  than  we  can  improve,  though 
we  are  making  all  effort  to  cut  out  everything  unnecessary,  to 
make  room  for  this,  the  best  part  of  our  work  here.  I cannot 
believe  that  there  is  any  greater  joy  than  that  of  helping  another 
to  the  life,  the  abundant  life  in  Christ.  Two  weeks  ago  the 
finest  young  man  in  the  graduating  class  came  and  told  my 
husband  that  he  had  counted  the  cost  and  was  fully  determined 
to  be  a Christian.  His  father  was  a strict  old  Mohammedan.” 

In  these  days  of  greater  freedom  of  thought  and  expression, 
and  greater  personal  liberty,  women  as  well  as  men  are  coming 
as  never  before  to  inquire  into  Christianity.  What  was  formerly 
a small  class  for  inquirers  has  grown  so  that  it  has  become  a 
regular  meeting  for  Moslem  women,  and  special  inquirers  are 
taken  at  other  times. 

Genuine  converts  from  Islam  are  not  wanting.  Some,  like 
Mirza  Ibrahim,  of  Tabriz,  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  the 
faith.  Others,  like  Dr.  Sayid  Khan,  now  of  Teheran,  are  living 
exponents  of  the  transforming  power  of  Christ.  Their  numbers 
are  constantly  increasing.  A missionary,  now  at  home  on  fur- 
lough, baptized  seven  just  before  leaving  the  field.  Twenty  con- 
verts from  Ali  Ilahis  and  Moslems  were  baptized  in  the  Ker- 
manshah  district  last  year. 

Compared  with  the  triumphs  of  the  gospel  in  some  other 
countries  the  results  in  Persia  may  seem  small,  but  measured  in 
terms  of  the  resistance  encountered,  they  are  full  of  encourage- 
ment. An  advance  of  an  inch  against  Islam  means  a^  much  as 
a yard  against  any  other  non-Christian  religion.  To  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  present  crisis  in  Persia,  to  aid  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a new  national  character  and  the  creation  of  new  national 
ideals,  to  enter  the  breach  in  Islam  that  recent  political  and 
religious  changes  have  made,  and  lead  a nation,  while  still  in 
the  throes  that  accompany  the  generation  of  new  life,  to  Christ, 
is  the  part  and  privilege  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  General 


A Nationalist  Leader  addressing  a Mass  Meeting  in  the  Green  Square,  at  Reslit 


Sheridan  used  to  say,  “Let  everything  get  in.”  Let  the  Presby- 
terian  Church  with  its  wealth,  its  chivalry  and  its  power  rail) 
to  the  support  of  its  distant  undermanned  outposts,  and  throw 
itself  into  the  struggle  with  Islam  in  Persia. 
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